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road. But the itinerary of their walk was ill-chosen. Within
ten minutes they were being trailed by a party of inter-
national newspaper reporters who had watched them pass
from the windows of the Hotel Victoria, which looked up
to Villa Zirio from the opposite side of the Monte Carlo
road.

The tragic and mysterious affair of the Crown Prince was
now resounding through Europe. Newspapermen filled the
Hotel Victoria, with telescopes trained from their bedroom
windows on the fateful Villa upon the mountain-side. In
spite of the reconciliation between mother and son, in spite
of Prince William's official mission, there was no room for
him at Villa Zirio. He would have to take a room at the
Hotel Victoria. He was humiliated, but he did not protest
any more. His mother could win the preliminary skirmish.
He would win the battle. When William entered the hotel
and seated himself in the lounge, mysterious foreigners
peered round every door and peeped through the windows.
They waited for him at the corners of the passages.
' Creatures of Mackenzie,' he contemptuously dubbed these
busy newspapermen, for he was obsessed with the notion
that large numbers of them were accepting money from the
Englishman to give him a good write-up.

Next morning William walked up to Villa Zirio. He asked
to see his father immediately and was taken to him. The
object of his mission from the Emperor was explained. The
Crown Prince submitted to an examination by all the doctors.
When the examination was at an end Prince William
summoned them to a consultation in the morning-room.
Explaining that each of them must be ready to put his
opinion to paper if called upon, he informed them that he
was about to question them in order of seniority.

He turned first to Sir Morell Mackenzie. ' Not a little to
my astonishment/ says William, ' he pronounced definitely
that my father was suffering from cancer of the larynx.
He would be dead in eighteen months.'

All the doctors were of the same opinion. They had
decided that the laryngotomy had now small chance of